
ETERNAL LIFE 

 

 
Today there is moral decay and the philosophy of antichrist on every hand. People are claiming to be 

“born again Christians,” “filled with the Holy Ghost,” “followers of Jesus,” “in possession of eternal life” 

etc., yet, their lives show no change. Through modern, popular religious suasion, eternal life is thought to 

be nothing more than a ticket to a happy existence after death. The problem is God’s Word does not 
define eternal life according to man’s opinions. The Bible is a great deal more discriminating than man. 

Man likes to think that he and all of his kin and friends are alright and have nothing to fear. But is this 

Bible? 
I do not wish to be harsh nor judgmental; however, I desire to speak “as the oracles of God” (I Peter 

4:11) and as “thus saith the Word of the Lord.” God’s Word says, “To the law and to the testimony: if 

they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isa. 8:20). This I do not 

wish to be. My desire is to be faithful. And I know some will think me to narrow and unloving. To you, I 
ask that you study this article by God’s Word and not by your own opinions. I know that these things are 

not to be taken lightly and I have a sober heart as I write. 

What is eternal life? We know that when God in His sovereignty moves upon the heart of an 
individual by the immediate power of the Holy Spirit and that person is regenerated, he has eternal life. 

And we can agree that that person will be with God in glory and nothing can hinder it. This is true of the 

elect infant who dies in infancy, or the thief on the cross. However, when we study God’s Word we find 
that God’s Spirit dwelling in the heart of His sheep works effectually so that they enter into eternal life as 

they travel in this world as strangers and pilgrims. It is this efficacious working of God that I desire to 

speak about in this article. 

Jesus said, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true  God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3). Note that Jesus said that eternal life consists of knowing God as 

Father, and Jesus Christ as sent by God. This involves knowing the Jesus Christ of Scripture. To know 

that there is a God, yea, even one God is not sufficient for this the devils know. (James 2:19). Now one 
may ask, “Cannot one have eternal life by knowing God and not knowing Jesus Christ as revealed in 

Scripture?” Listen to Christ, “If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: … he that hath 

seen me hath seen the Father; … At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father. and ye in me, and I in 
you. and he that loveth me shall he loved of my Father, and I will love, and will manifest myself to him. 

… If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come onto him, 

and make our abode with him.” (John 14:7, 9, 20. 21, 23) Many, many other passages could be produced 

to prove that to know God is to know Christ and to know Christ is to know God. But what if a person will 
not listen to God’s Word? Jesus said “He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, 

because ye are not of God” (John 8:43). And Jesus prayed in John 17:20 that His sheep hear and believe 

His word — the writing of the apostles. 
Now what about the pagans who worship Buddha, Confucius, Allah, or some other false God? 

Though they may be very dedicated and religious, they reject and deny Jesus Christ. And God’s word 

says, “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father,” (I John 2:23) In fact, when studying this 

verse in the context, it is seen that those who deny the truth concerning Jesus Christ are of antichrist—the 
wicked one. Listen to verses 24-27, “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the 

beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in 

the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us. even eternal life. (Note that 
eternal life is continuing in the Son and the Father.) These thing have I written unto you concerning them 

that seduce you. But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any 

man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as 
it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him” Later John speaks of the spirit of antichrist which is in the false 

prophets and he tells the saints not to believe every spirit—preachers and teachers. Further, John states 

that because the Holy Spirit works effectually in the people of God they will not be carried away by the 



philosophies of the world and false teachers, and that they will hear and give heed to God’s word. Note I 

John 4:4-6: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them (false teachers): because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world. They (false teachers) are of the world: therefore speak they of 

the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he  that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of 

God heareth not us. Hereby know we spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” 

Later John, the apostle of love, shows the contrast more: “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the 

world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (I John 5:4-5). And Jesus said “the sheep 

follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they 
know not the voice of strangers.” (John 10:4-5). When speaking to those self-righteous Jews Christ said, 

“But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I 

know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:26-28). Note that Jesus said “I give” not “I will give.” 

One language scholar stated that it is “not simply ‘I will give,’” but that it “is present and continuously 

appropriated.” (B. F. Westcott, The Gospel According to John). Hereby it is seen that eternal life is 

equated with “hearing,” “following,” and “knowing” Christ. 
Yes, eternal life is not limited to the state of glory after the resurrection, nor is it simply being born 

again. Though eternal life begins in the life of God’s people when the Holy Spirit immediately works on 

the heart, it does not stop there. This eternal life, which is the effectual work of God, issues in hearing, 
following, knowing, and being obedient to Jesus Christ. If a person does not know Jesus Christ and is not 

following Christ, then, biblically speaking it cannot be said that he has eternal life. 
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