
Family Worship 

Family worship. How many times have we heard this subject mentioned with dread and fear. 

Often children sigh at the thought of it. On the other hand, parents blush while they justify their 

lack of conducting this blessed and holy daily event. 

 

Today is a day of entertainment. It does not matter what the occasion is, the people in the 

audience usually sit waiting for the speaker to entertain them. Therefore, it is a major 

accomplishment for a family to sit still and worship the Lord together in the blessed confines of 

the home. Family worship is not a time for entertainment nor frivolous activities. It is a time 

when the father gathers around him his blessed wife and children and leads them in devotion to 

the Lord of glory. Various activities can be included to perform this; such as, Bible reading, 

prayer, reading good books which instill and teach biblical principles, singing, Bible 

memorization, catechizing, and other such functions. However, my purpose is to emphasize the 

performing of family worship rather than particular ways of having it. 

 

In this study, I will address somewhat, first, the role of the husband/father in family worship. 

Second, I will discuss some of the functions which the wife/mother plays in this holy service. 

Third, I shall address some thoughts toward the children. While I do not expect children will be 

reading this, it is important for the head of the home to know what the role and function of 

children are that he may properly instruct them in family worship. Lastly, I will discuss some 

hindrances and objections which are raised against family worship. 

 

I recommend a book for you fathers along this line: The Family by B. M. Palmer and James W. 

Alexander. Many thoughts in this study come from this work and I will quote from it in this 

study. The two men originally wrote two separate works, but Sprinkle Publications took the two 

books and combined them in one binding. Sprinkle Publications address is P. O. Box 1094, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801. Though both books were written in the 1800's they are apropos for our 

day. 

 

Exhortation to Fathers 
 

Is family worship an option, or is it a basic principle of the Christian faith? I believe it is a basic 

part of the Christian faith. A study of Galatians chapter three reveals that the faith of New 

Testament believers is no different from the faith of Abraham. In fact, verses seven and nine 

state that the children of Abraham and those who have faith in Christ are one and the same. Since 

we have the same faith as Abraham, we need to understand Abraham's faith at it pertained to 

family worship. 

 

In Genesis 18:19, the Lord said the following concerning Abraham: "For I know him, that he 

will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, 

to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of 

him." God stated that Abraham would command his household and they would keep the way of 

the Lord. The things which God promised Abraham were to be given to him through him 

instructing his family in the ways of God. Therefore, by comparing this with Galatians 3:14, it is 

seen that the blessing of Abraham comes on the Gentiles in the same way; that is, by living as 



faithful Abraham did. Husbands/fathers it is your responsibility before God to instruct your 

family in the Word of God and if you fail to do it you are sinning before God and your family. 

You are without excuse if you are not having family worship in your homes. How can you better 

love, nourish, cherish, sanctify, and cleanse (practically speaking) than by worshiping with your 

wife (Eph. 5:25-30)? The Scriptures command you to love your wife. In fact, it is your 

responsibility to establish love in the home. Love begins in the home with the man. Ponder the 

words of B. M. Palmer: 

 

The husband is the representative and organ of the love in which the conjugal relation has its 

ground. It is not necessary to show that love is the element in which the family moves, the 

atmosphere which sustains its life; or that it is the basis upon which marriage is contracted, and 

without which it is little better than licensed concubinage. This may be assumed. . . . 

 

Let it be observed, then, in the order of nature this love beings with the man. He is the chooser; 

which explains the peculiar language in Genesis ii. 24: "For this cause shall a man leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife." It is not put the other way, although in 

reality it involves a heavier sacrifice when the woman leaves the home of her youth. But it is not 

her place to take the initiative. Woman must impose a restraint upon her affections, until she is 

challenged. Like the violet, she hides her sweetness beneath the leaf, until the hand is stretched 

to pluck her from concealment. She may arouse the love which shall draw forth her own in 

absolute response; but that love must first speak from another's lips, of which her own is but the 

echo. Since, then, this love is first cherished by the man, is first recognized and is first uttered by 

him, he represents it in its active and controlling power throughout life. His love must always go 

in the front. As he began, so must he continue to be its exponent and representative. It pertains to 

his office, as the husband, to lay the foundations of the new society and communion in love; and 

he is the organ through which it speaks its great commands. 

 

If he (i.e., man) stands for God in the absoluteness of his rule, then must he take the justice, the 

tenderness and forbearance of the Divine Lawgiver as the tests of his own fidelity. He who rules 

for God in this primary commonwealth, must himself learn the law of love as the undertone of his 

own authority. (The Family, I:27-28, 33-34.) 

 

The man who loves his wife biblically also dwells with her in knowledge, I Pet. 3:7. This verse 

plainly declares that the husband is to know his wife. The world erroneously makes jokes that 

men cannot know nor understand women, but this verse contradicts such foolish thinking. The 

husband cannot better honor his wife as the weaker vessel than by dwelling with her prayerfully. 

Here we see that dwelling and praying are connected. Therefore, the man who biblically dwells 

with his wife will worship with her, and seeing she is the weaker vessel he is to lead her in this 

worship. If he does not, he does not properly honor his wife. In fact, the man who does not 

properly honor and love his wife does not love himself, Eph. 5:28. No wonder men who do not 

obey the Lord in maintaining family worship in the home are often bitter toward their wife, Col. 

3:19. Equally, it may well be that we fathers provoke our children to wrath because we are 

negligent of family worship, Col. 3:21. Oh, may the Lord smite the hearts of our men today that 

we would repent of neglecting family worship. 

 

It has often been said, "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world." I do not wish to 



underestimate the importance of godly mothers and their role in which God put them. However, I 

believe the influence of a godly father who teaches his children to fear the Lord will benefit 

society far greater than anything else. Our society has largely become a matriarchal society--a 

society ruled by women. One major contributing factor for this is men failing to lead their 

families according to the principles laid down in God's Word. While men are to lead, guide, and 

direct their family continually (Deut. 6:4-7), God gave the father quality time to do this in family 

worship. Men, unless you order your domestic affairs so that you daily perform family worship 

in your homes you are not performing your proper love and duty to your wife and children. 

James W. Alexander said: 

 

You are, by Providence, set at the head of a family, to support it, instruct it, guard it, and in 

every way care for its, temporal and eternal good. ... When you return from the toils and 

distractions of the day, and sit at home, amidst the little quiet circle, you feel that you are among 

your chief wealth. This is your treasure. The law makes it your castle, and religion may make it 

your sanctuary. As your eye rests on the wife of your bosom, and the pledges of your mutual 

love, you silently give thanks to God, and sometimes your heart overflows in earnest wishes for 

the good of each beloved object. Withhold not a single defence or ornament from that Christian 

home, which is already the source of so many virtues and enjoyments. ... Have you no desire to 

honour God, in the midst of these his favours? ... It is amazing, and all but incredible, that any 

man who loves Christ, should be willing to preside over a family in which, from year to year, 

there is nothing to signalize it as belonging to the Lord. (The Family, II:232-235.) 

 

Husbands/fathers, here is an excellent place to instruct your family about those scriptural words 

which hardly anyone knows anything about today: justification, propitiation, righteousness, 

sanctification, atonement, reconciliation, redemption, surety, election, adoption, depravity (dead 

in sin), federal headship (in Adam/in Christ), predestination, condemnation, holiness (God's & 

man's), Christ's intercession, faith, and many other such topics. By doing this you will cause your 

family to better understand the preaching of the gospel. This will also fulfill such passages as I 

Cor. 14:34-35. You are responsible before God to know the answers to the questions which your 

family asks you. If you do not know the answers God requires you to study His Word to find 

them and clearly explain them to your family. 

 

Part II 
 

Now I will give some instructions to the wives/mothers and children concerning this subject. 

While the father is the head of the household and is to perform that which the Lord requires 

whether his family agrees or not, it is impossible for him to carry out family worship fully unless 

the family is corporative. The wife plays an extremely important role here. She will assist in 

building or destroying the home. This will reveal whether the wife is wise or foolish. Every wise 

woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands (Pv. 14:1). 

 

Exhortation to Wives 

 

Wives, God placed you to the a help meet (i.e. a helper fit) for your husband (Gen. 2:18). 

Therefore, you are to be meet (fit) to help him in this area, too. You should follow his leadership 

and help him fulfill this duty. When the husband is not available to lead in family worship it is 



your duty to fill the gap and support him in this. It is like discipline. When the wife does not 

support the husband in discipline, she divides and destroys the family. A mother at home can tear 

down all the father seeks to build while he is at work during the day. Mothers, you have an 

extremely important role to live in glorifying the Lord by being a "daughter of Sarah" (I Pet. 

3:8). Mothers, throughout the day seek to reinforce what your husband is teaching in family 

worship. Notice how we are commanded to instruct our children: 

 

Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all 

thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee 

this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 

talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 

liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and 

they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 

house, and on thy gates (Dt. 6:4-9). 

 

Those who try to explain this passage away by saying that it is in the Old Testament need to stop 

and consider that Christ Jesus used this passage during His ministry with the rich young ruler 

(Mt. 22:37; Mk. 12:30; Lk. 10:27). Therefore, we are to teach our children continually the Word 

of the Lord. No man can completely perform this without the assistance of a godly wife. It is a 

joy to my soul to see my faithful wife instructing our children in the ways of the Lord as she 

supports me in being a proper father and leader of the home. Truly such women are of "great 

price" in the eyes of the Lord (I Pet. 3:4). 

 

Wives, though you rank under the husband, you are not inferior. You must guide the home in 

unity with your husband. In fact, the Scriptures command you to do so. I Tim. 5:14 says, "I will 

that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the 

adversary to speak reproachfully." This passage speaks volumes to the modern ideas of the place 

women. It definitely states that the woman is to "guide the house." It is evident that she is to do 

this under the authority of and in agreement with her husband. The wife is not to allow the day to 

pass by without directing the house. She is to guide it. It is by her direction that her domestic 

chores are accomplished and the home is functioning harmoniously for the husband when he 

comes home from work so that he can perform family worship in conjunction with his chores 

about the house. What better way for the wife to love her husband and children than by 

scheduling her days that family worship may be accomplished (Tit. 2:4-5)? Many husbands are 

discouraged by their wives because she does not organize her domestic duties so that when he 

comes home he does not have the time to carry out family worship properly. 

 

Another discouragement to the husband is when the wife tries to discuss how to conduct family 

worship while it is being accomplished. Some husbands have been discouraged by the wife 

because she often expresses dislike toward activities which the husband seeks to incorporate 

during family worship. Husbands, you should have this settled with the wife beforehand. It is 

better that family worship be lacking than the time spent discussing the how-to's. The wife may 

be correct in the evaluation, but the time to discuss it is not during family worship. That should 

be discussed privately by the husband and wife. Wives, if your husband is just beginning family 

worship, do not discourage him by continually trying to improve on his job. Pray for him. If the 

opportunity presents itself you should aid and assist him, but do it submissively. (A man is full of 



pride if he will not listen to the suggestions and opinions of a godly wife. Remember, men. It is 

family worship.) If a wife has more spiritual maturity in the Scriptures she is not to seek to 

correct and instruct the husband during family worship. She is to be patient, pray for him, and 

when the proper time is available, discuss her differences with him in private. Wives, encourage, 

comfort, support, and reverence your husband biblically so that the family will grow together in 

family worship. 

 

There are some women who do not have responsible husbands or who are married to 

unbelievers, and some who are alone with children. What are they to do? They are to do what 

they can to instruct their children. If this is your condition, allow me to exhort and encourage you 

to maintain family worship. Do not shirk your responsibility nor excuse yourself because you do 

not have an ideal situation. You may think that you are helpless, but this is far from the truth. 

There were two godly women in the Scriptures who evidently had a great deal of influence in 

molding and shaping the live of a young man whom God later used to preach the gospel of 

Christ—Lois and Eunice (II Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15; Acts 16:1-3). By studying these passages we find 

that Lois was married to an unbeliever. Why this Jewish woman married a Greek, we do not 

know. However, we know that she (along with her mother) was a believer in Christ. She 

instructed Timothy from the beginning from the Scriptures and obviously Eunice assisted her. In 

fact, the Greek word for child in II Tim. 3:15 is brephos. This word is used eight times in the 

New Testament: Lk. 1:41, 44; 2:12, 16; 18:15; Acts 7:19; I Pet. 2:2; II Tim. 3:15. It is used to 

designate an unborn child, a new-born child, an infant, a babe (Thayer, 105). Surely, Lois 

followed the command of the Lord in Dt. 6:4-9. Therefore, I encourage you to maintain family 

family worship. Do not be weary in well doing (Gal. 6:10). 

 

Exhortation to Children 
 

Children should not think they are being deprived by having to sit still and worship God in their 

homes. Children who have parents that require them to listen attentively to their instructions 

from the Holy Scriptures have a rich heritage. Parents should not allow their children to think 

otherwise. 

 

Children, you should thank God for your godly parents who daily instruct you in God's Word. 

You have no idea what lies ahead of you. Loving parents are preparing you for the difficult times 

of the future by requiring you to attend family worship. Your godly parents desire the best for 

you. Their desire is not to make things hard for you; they desire to spare you all the difficulties 

and hardships they can. Children, listen! God commands you to give attention to the instruction 

of your parents—Pv. 1:7-9; 2:1-9; 3:1-4; 4:1, 20-23; 5:1-2; 6:20-21; 7:1-3. 

 

(Fathers, I suggest that you read this section to your children and discuss it with them. My desire 

is to encourage you and your children. I found that I was not able to present the material 

adequately for them. During family worship might be a good time for this. In fact, it might be 

better for you to read and study the material and condense it in in the best form for them. My 

prayer is that this will be bless by the Lord to display the rich connection between family 

worship and bringing your children up in the "nuture and admonition of the Lord.") 

 

Children, family worship is God's main method of training you (Pv. 3:11-12, cf. Eph. 6:4). The 



Greek word for nurture in Eph. 6:4 is paideia. It is used six times in the New Testament. It is 

translated as chastening three times, nurture one time, instruction one time, and chastisement one 

time. Thayer states that it refers to "the whole training and education of children (which relates to 

the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now commands and 

admonitions, now reproof and punishment). It includes also the training and care of the body. 

Whatever in adults also cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes and curbing passions." 

When we study how this word (and its root word) is used we find that it includes the training and 

education of children in every area of life. Acts 7:22 says, "And Moses was learned in all the 

wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds." The word learned is the root of 

the word nurture in Eph. 6:4. Paul's education in the Jewish religion was described with this 

word in Acts 22:3 by the word taught. 

 

Pv. 3:11-12 declares that children are not to despise the chastening of the Lord. Heb. 12:7-11 

states that saints who were being unjustly persecuted for their faith too were not to despise the 

chastening of the Lord. The writer of Hebrews clearly teaches that chastisement is for our good. 

In fact, everything from instructions to corporal punishment is considered to be chastisement. 

The Lord uses everything in our life to chasten us that we "be partakers of his holiness." 

Therefore, the word nurture in Eph. 6:4, which is the word chasten in Proverbs and Hebrews, 

clearly teaches that fathers are to control every area of the child's education. It is evident that this 

educational process begins in family worship. Therefore, children listen to your parents as they 

direct and instruct you in family worship. Fathers, study the following passages for additional 

verses on this subject. I believe it will encourage you in teaching your children and conducting 

family worship—Lk. 23:16, 22; Acts 7:22; 22:3; I Cor. 11:32; II Cor. 6:9; I Tim. 1:20; II Tim. 

2:25; 3:16; Tit. 2:12; Heb. 12:7, 8, 11. 

 

Children, encourage your father by giving your undivided attention during family worship. If 

you sit with an indifferent spirit and pouting, you discourage your father. (Fathers, you do a great 

injustice to your children if you allow such actions from your children. Your study of the words 

nurture, chastisement, etc. will reveal that discipline is part of training.) Children, as you learn to 

sit still and give your attention to the instruction which the Lord gives you you will be 

disciplined to sit still and listen to the man of God in the congregation as he proclaims the gospel 

of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Part III 

 

Difficulties and Objections 

 

Now I direct your attention to some difficulties and objections to family worship. The major 

portion of this topic is copied from the last chapter of the second part of the book entitled The 

Family, by B. M. Palmer and J. W. Alexander. The whole chapter covers the subject of 

difficulties and objections so well that I thought you should have the blessing of reading it. 

However, I want first to give some concluding thoughts and difficulties connected with family 

worship. 

 

Genesis 4:16, states that Cain went out from the presence of the Lord. Various arguments may be 

made as to what constitutes going out from the presence of the Lord; however, one things is 



certain, he left his family. It is true that leaving one's family does not necessarily denote 

separating one's self from the presence of the Lord. Yet, if the family habitually practices 

worshiping the Lord it is self-evident that the Lord abides with that family. Therefore, I believe 

that Cain's leaving the presence of the Lord is directly related with him leaving his family and 

family worship. This connection of the family, family worship, and the presence of the Lord 

should be a strong encouragement for fathers to have family worship. Fathers, will you leave the 

presence of the Lord (or should I say, cause the presence of the Lord not to abide in your home) 

by forbidding to have family? When one does not have family worship he, in effect, says that he 

does not want the presence of the Lord in his home. 

 

It is an assumed axiom that the foundation of any society is the home. If the Lord is lacking in 

the homes of a society, then it is destined to destruction. It is no wonder that those who desire to 

destroy or capture a society will attack the home first. The founders of our state education 

system, Horace Mann and John Dewey, accepted the Prussian philosophy, which was based on 

the Platonic ideology, that the children belong to the state and not the parents (home). Therefore, 

their desire to capture the children for the state involved the destruction of the family. I know this 

is an over-simplification, but it reveals somewhat why the modern family, as a rule, is bankrupt 

today. Much could and needs to be said about this. However, it would detract from the main 

theme of this article to do so. Yet, this is part of the difficulty that confronts us today; that is, the 

idea that the education (nurture and admonition of the Lord) of children belongs to others 

because the parents are not capable. Parents (fathers), you have all that is needed to properly 

instruct your children in the way of God—the Bible. God said for you to do it. The Lord will not 

give you a command you cannot perform. No, you will not do it flawlessly. You will fail. There 

are time when you will not do it because of sheer laziness. Many things will keep you from 

family worship, especially if you do not sanctify yourself in the Scriptures daily. It is essential 

that you daily sanctify yourself in the Word of God so that you will not be engulfed with the 

ideas and philosophies of the world and sacrifice your family on the altar of destruction. Do not 

be deceived by the false idea that you are not able to instruct your family and that this instruction 

is to be left to the "experts." When a minister teaches that he or some congregational "official" 

should instruct your children, know that he is following the false philosophy of the modern 

establishment which is seeking to destroy the home and capture it for the state. 

 

Yes, it takes time to have family worship. It requires a well organized and structured home. It 

requires the head of the home to be disciplined. I know. I have failed miserably while writing 

these articles on family worship. I felt like a hypocrite and wondered why I even started writing 

on the subject. It would be easy to say that Satan has kept me from family worship, but that 

would be like Eve in the garden—passing the buck. I admit that he was involved, but the fault is 

mine. We fathers must not follow the Flip Wilson lie, "The Devil made me do it." We must 

admit our sins, confess them, and repent of the them. We cannot expect the Lord to bless us 

otherwise: "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 

shall have mercy" (Pv. 28:13). Therefore, fathers you may make as many excuses as you please, 

but you are fooling yourself if you think the Lord will bless you and your family as you desire 

Him to if you shirk your responsibility. We must follow the instructions given us by our gracious 

and merciful Heavenly Father and bring up our children "in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord" (Eph. 6:4). While this includes every area of life, it definitely includes family worship. It 

will require you to stop doing some good things in order to perform the best thing. Like Mary, 



you are to choose "that good part, which shall not be taken away from" you (Lk. 10:11). When 

you press the dying pillow you will not regret time spent with your family in the worship of God 

at home. I have not heard of a father (or any parent) that confessed in his declining years regret 

for not spending more time in worldly activities with his family. However, I have heard (and 

read) of many who mourned because they did not spend more time with their family in the things 

of the Lord. 

 

I will conclude this study on family worship with the words of James W. Alexander. Do not 

think that his comments are out-dated. They are as applicable today as when he wrote them. 

 

******************************************* 

 

The fact that an observance so important and fruitful should be widely disregarded, even in 

Protestant churches, may well give rise to serious inquiry into the causes of such neglect. 

Misapprehensions, objections, and difficulties, must certainly exist, or we should find it as 

universal as Sabbath-worship. 

 

Laying aside all flattering words, we may say plainly, that we regard the neglect of Family-

Worship as springing from lukewarmness and worldliness in religion, and as a portentous evil of 

our day. Where piety is ardent and operative, it cannot but diffuse itself through the domestic 

structure. Where a man has the spirit of prayer, he will naturally be led to give vent to his 

devotion in fellowship with those whom he loves most of all on earth. We are ready to make 

allowance for the force of long habit, and the religious usages of particular countries, and will 

not hastily condemn those, who, in the midst of popery and neology, are governed by the 

customs of their vicinity. But even there, we have already observed, that as vital godliness 

advances, this service, or something equivalent, comes in, by a natural suggestion, or rather by a 

suggestion of grace. And where the custom of Protestant churches abroad, in any region, 

authorizes the disuse of domestic prayer, we scruple not to refer the origin of this disuse to the 

decay of piety in a former age. We have good reason to believe that all the Reformation churches 

were acquainted with family-prayer. 

 

A great accession to the piety of a Christian house will manifest itself in nothing more speedily, 

than in the necessity under which they will feel themselves laid, to come together in acts of 

worship. There may be persons who know not what it is. For one large class, however, no such 

apology can be made. They are sons of the church, introduced within its guardian care by 

baptism, and familiarized to the daily sanctuary, of which they can even now scarcely hear, or 

think, without recalling the image of a sainted father, whose voice in their early years conducted 

them to the praise of God. When such persons, so instructed, established households of their 

own, with a daily memento of their youthful privilege, and their present neglect, in every hour at 

which God was wont to be worshipped under the paternal roof, and still deny the faith of their 

childhood, they not only sin, but sin knowingly and inexcusably. Nothing but the absence of 

devout affections can account for such a life. 

 

So great is our desire, however, to meet the neglecters of this service on any ground, that we will 

yield a ready attention to all their doubts, scruples, and objections; and for this purpose no better 

way suggests itself than that of supposing the replies which may be made to our preceding urgent 



beseeching, that the reader would enter upon Family-Worship forthwith. What arguments can we 

imagine, from his lips? "The service, as I have seen it, is a dull formality; and my house is as 

well without it." Then you have seen it under great neglect or perversion. Like all religious 

services, it may be so conducted as to be both dull and formal. But no Christian observance, 

known among men, admits of more life, and none is connected with more sources of tender 

affection. Very ignorant, very stupid, or very irreligious people, may transform it into a tedious 

and burdensome routine, but this is not fault of the ordinance: they do the like with every sacred 

thing that they touch. We do not invite you to such a service, or to any dead formality, but to that 

which, under the influence of elevated emotion, may be made, and is daily made, a delightful and 

animating means of grace. True, it is simple, and lacks all the paraphernalia, and posture, and 

grimace of anti-christian rites, but in the households of the righteous it shines with a pure and 

hallowed attraction; and we appeal to those who have enjoyed it from their infancy, whether they 

do not regard it in retrospect with every feeling rather than that of weariness. Nay, the very 

reason why we would introduce the means under every roof, is that it possesses in so remarkable 

a degree the quality of inspiring the liveliest emotion. 

 

"Family-Worship may be well enough in itself, but it does not fall in with the customs of my 

house and my guests." This is with some a valid arguments, and it must be admitted that there 

are customs of households and of society, with which Family-Worship will assuredly interfere. 

Such is the custom of late and irregular rising, agreeably to which the yawning inmates of a 

house straggle down to a breakfast-table, which stands for hours, awaiting the successive 

approaches of he solitary and moody participant; and that other custom, of passing a long 

evening, as it is called by the courtesy of fashion, at the theatre (at television—JKB), the card-

party, the ball, or the not less unseasonable supper, or assembly. It is not the least of the 

advantages of domestic prayer, that it stands in open daily protest against these growing 

observances of the mode. 

 

"I have not time for Family-Worship." In the hurry of our great cities, it is painful to observe the 

preference given to Mammon over God. Look at the living tide which rolls every morning down 

such a thoroughfare as Broadway! A stranger might be forgiven is he supposed that the life of 

each breathless banker, merchant, or clerk, depended on his reaching the commercial latitudes 

within a certain minute. But how many of these have prayed with their families? Some, we 

rejoice to believe; but the mass have no time for any thing but the world. Unless men will lose 

their own souls, and jeopard the souls of their children, they must take time for God. And the 

more busy, exhausting, and absorbing, any man's days are, the more does he need the deliberate 

abstraction of a quiet devotional hour, such as that of Family-Worship. "Were you formed for 

this world only, there would be some force in the objection, but how strange does such an 

objection sound in the heir of an eternity! Pray, what is your time given to you for? Is it not 

principally that you may prepare for eternity? And have you no time for what is the great 

business of your lives? Again, why do you not plead too, that you have no time for your daily 

meals? Is food more necessary to your bodies, than religion to your souls? If you think so, what 

is become of your understandings? Further, what employment do you follow? Is it lawful or 

unlawful? If unlawful, then renounce it immediately; if lawful, then it will admit of the exercise 

of family-religion, for God cannot command contradictions, and since he has commanded you to 

maintain his worship in your houses, that is demonstration that every calling which he allows 

you to follow will afford time for it. Finally, may you not redeem as much time from idle 



conversation, for trifling, [from the morning papers,] or even from your sleep, as may be 

sufficient for family-religion? May you not order your family devotion so that our domestics 

may attend upon it, either before they go out to heir work, or when they come to their meals?" 

(Davies's Sermons, Sermon xxix.) 

 

"Our family is so small." How many are there of you? Are there two? Then, "Wheresoever two," 

(see Matt. xvii. 19, 20.) John Howard and his valet, as they journeyed from place to place, used 

to have Family-Worship by themselves, if they could get no one else to join them. "Wherever I 

have a tent," he would say, "there God shall have an altar." If there be two of you, though it be 

but a Ruth and a Naomi, a mother and her daughter, your family is large enough to worship God, 

and to get the blessing of those who worship him. 

 

"'My family is so large; there are so many servants, and so many visiters [sic.], that I have not 

courage to begin.' If your family be large, the obligation to begin is all the greater. Many suffer 

by your neglect. And if your congregation be numerous, the likelihood that some good will be 

done is the greater, for there are more to share the benefit. And why want courage? Should not 

the very fact that you are acknowledging God encourage you? "Them that honour me, I will 

honour." Begin it believingly, and in the very attempt courage will come." (Hamilton's "Church 

in the House".) 

 

"There are persons present in my house, whose superior age or intelligence deters me from the 

duty." To this it must be replied, that if such persons are sober, wise, and generous, they will 

look not only with allowance, but with kindly regard on the endeavour; and if they are otherwise, 

it is too much to demand of an independent and a Christian man, that he should for an instant be 

governed by their caprices or their censure. The head of a family should assert his authority in 

his own house. 

 

"I am unlearned, and destitute of gifts." Either misapprehension or pride suggests this objection. 

It is not a service which demands genius, erudition, or eloquence. You have education to read a 

portion of the Scriptures with propriety and solemnity. And you can so far gather your thoughts, 

by suitable premeditation, as to pour out a prayer to God for those whom you love, which will be 

all the better for its simplicity of expression. The families are few, in which the father need to 

tremble before his own dependents. Then consider that the gift of prayer is from above, and that 

He who aids in the closet, will aid in the family group. Unless, indeed, you labour under the evil 

consciousness that you are living in the neglect even of secret prayer, and then, as you have an 

additional sin to repent of, so you have an additional duty to perform. "What," says President 

Davies, "have you enjoyed preaching, Bibles, and good books so long, and yet do not know what 

to ask of God? Alas! what have you been doing?" 

 

"My family are unwilling to unite in the service." This is one of the worst things which can be 

testified of a family. Graceless, indeed, must those sons or daughters be, who could for an instant 

hesitate to accompany their father to the throne of grace, or who could throw any obstacle in the 

way of such an observance. You have strangely neglected the maintenance of parental authority, 

if any such temper really exists. The objection speaks loudly in favour of an early institution of 

family-prayer, that children may be accustomed to it from their earliest years, and not need to be 

reconciled to the holy custom after a long career of way-ward folly. But granting that the 



mortifying case is as you have alleged, it is only a new proof that you should vindicate your 

claim, as a Christian householder, to rule in your own house. 

 

"The truth is, I am ashamed to begin." We seriously believe that this single reason operates with 

more force than all the others put together; and it is one with which we are constrained to deal 

honestly and solemnly. Men who have allowed their households to increase around them without 

any visible service of God, awake to some sense of their duty, and would attempt the 

performance of it, but for a secret dread of the sneer, even of a child or a servant. Religion 

frequently brings men to such a dilemma, and it is a test of sincerity. If the scorn of the world is 

to decide our conduct, we might as well abandon all service of God at once; but we know the lot 

of those who are ashamed of Christ. We choose to place the question on this ground, because the 

true piety of shame. But, in reality, the danger is, for the most part, one of the imagination. No 

such ridicule will commonly ensue, but rather inward approval and increased respect. And that 

feeling of strangeness, which accompanies the entrance on an unaccustomed work, will wear off, 

perhaps after the very first trial. 

 

Among these and similar objections which might be stated, we have not found one which really 

goes against the duty itself, or which contravenes the reasons heretofore given in this book. We 

are, therefore, bound to press the immediate performance of the duty, upon every sincere reader, 

in the assurance that so doing he will bless God for having enabled him to enter upon so 

delightful a service. The days of life are few. Children are rapidly growing into their habits for 

life. Some of them will soon be beyond your reach. Death will, before long, work strange 

separations. The night cometh. In prospect of that judgment which is nearly impending, be 

persuaded to lay aside all frivolous excuses, to take up the cross, and to be in your family, as well 

as elsewhere, a devout and unflinching servant of Christ. 

 

Before removing our hand from these humble labours, we must be allowed to add, that there are 

duties to be performed by those also who have never neglected the outward observance. To be 

what we have represented, Family-Worship must be something more than a form of recurring 

service, however grave, punctual, or decorous. It may degenerate into a rite as empty as the 

sprinkling of holy water, the recounting of beads, or the putting on of phylacteries. Under the 

agency of Infinite Grace, it is a mighty instrument for good; but we must concentrate every 

power, to bring out all its strength. No care can be too great, which shall make this daily service 

more seemly, more solemn, more instructive, more interesting, and more affectionate. We should 

prepare for it by preparing the heart. We should earnestly, and every day, make a deliberate and 

distinct effort to free ourselves form that apathy and that formality, which attach themselves to a 

customary service. We should come to it with eagerness and love, and should endeavour, by 

God's help, so to conduct it as to show to all in the house, that it is a delight, and that our heart's 

desire is, that all may find it a delight. We should regard it as a daily avenue to the very feet of 

our God and Saviour, and in this light as a privilege beyond all price. Like the kindred 

observance of the Sabbath, (with which it commonly stands of falls,) Family-Worship is 

observed to be most delightful to those who bestow the most pains upon it. 

 

We are too much disposed to rest satisfied with our avoiding the sin of those who altogether 

neglect domestic prayer. But how do we render it? Are we in earnest? Are we full of faith? Do 

our affections flow forth in it? Do we shun all undue haste? Is our deportment such, when 



engaged in this service, that all around us may bear testimony that it is a sincere tribute of our 

affections to God? Questions such as these may carry a rebuke to many householders. Perhaps 

one great cause of that declension of piety which we so generally lament in our country, is 

connected with the non-performance, of the ill performance, of this household duty. While we 

content ourselves with vague complaints, and wait for some reviving measures from abroad, here 

is a home-measure, which is at every man's door. So long as every family spies out the sins of 

every other, and bewails the coldness of the body at large, the evil only grows; but if each 

family, in reliance on God, were to awake to the duties of domestic piety, household discipline 

and instruction, and daily prayer, we should behold a gracious revival in all our churches. By the 

former method, no one house is benefited; by the later, every house would become a Bethel. 

When shall we see among us that deeply-pervading national interest in divine things, which 

animated all classes in Scotland, at the second Reformation? Mingled, as it doubtless was, with 

much misapprehension in regard to the connexion of Christ's kingdom with the civil polity, it 

was, nevertheless, a genuine fire, infinitely to be preferred to the tepid languors of our American 

condition in divine things. Nor can we hope for a restitution of this, until religion, and the service 

of God, be made the great business of every house. "Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause 

thine anger toward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? Wilt thou draw out thine 

anger to all generations? Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee?" 

(Psalm 85:4, 5, 6.) 
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