
GOD'S IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 

 
 

Introduction 

 

This is an important subject in relation to the sovereign grace of God. One commits a great error if he treats 
it lightly. Likewise, an individual should not think he has all the answers concerning how God works on the 

heart of a dead sinner. Many people have deceived themselves by thinking they have all the answers 

concerning the new birth, they need to learn again "the first principles of the oracles of God." There are 
many views about the new birth and the means by which it occurs; some are irrational and preposterous, 

while others are illusive and misleading. The differences arise due to interpreting the Bible by one's system 

or doctrine. 
 

There is a system to the Bible and that it is quite basic and logical. However, the natural man cannot 

understand nor discern the truths of the Spirit of God, and the ways of God are foolish to the carnal mind. 

Furthermore, we should study God's Word objectively to understand its meaning, though all of us are biased 
in some way before we start. 

 

The Subject 
 

This document is a study of "Irresistible Grace" or "Efficacious Grace." Simply defined, this means that all 

those the Father gave the Son in eternity, the Holy Spirit quickens or makes alive spiritually sometime 
during their natural life. It may also be explained as that calling of God, which affects the lives of His people 

(the elect), by calling them "out of darkness into His marvelous light," and this calling can not be resisted 

nor hindered in any way--God shall call with such an effectual power that He shall fulfill His desire. The 

Scriptures designate it by several names: translated out of the power of darkness into the kingdom of Christ 
Jesus (Colossians 1:13); being born again (John 3:3); removing the hard and stony heart and putting in a 

heart of flesh (Ezekiel 11:19); writing the law in the heart (Jeremiah 31:33); regeneration (Titus 3:5); a 

passing away of old things and all things becoming new (II Corinthians 5:17). I could extend the list but this 
is sufficient for our study. In every case, the soul is passive. The new birth is totally the work of God. 

 

The Work of God Alone 

 
The Scriptures plainly declare that quickening a soul to Divine life is only the work of God.  In Jeremiah 

31:33, the Lord said that He would write the law in the hearts. In Ezekiel 11:19, God said that He would 

give the new heart. In Colossians 1:12-13, it is God the Father that translated out of the power of darkness 
into the kingdom of Christ. In II Corinthians 5:17-18, those who were a new creation and for whom old 

things had passed away and all things had become new, were fashioned by God--verse eighteen state that the 

"all things" were "of God." Therefore, to avoid being tedious with many passages, I conclude that the new 
birth or the new creation is only the work of God. 

 

However, while it is uniquely the work of God, it is also the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit. In John 3:8, 

Jesus stated that the new birth was the work of the Spirit, and that it was a sovereign work which acts and 
operates like the wind in nature--when He pleases, how He pleases, where He pleases, and upon whom He 

pleases. When Paul refers to the bondwoman and the freewoman in Galatians 3:21-31, he states that the 

children of promise are those that are born of the Spirit. 
 

When Jesus spoke of the effectual call in John 5:21, 24-26, He stated that He was active in the new birth, 

and He likened this quickening to a resurrection. Again in John 6:63, Jesus stated that the words that He 
spoke were spirit and life. (See Note 1 at the end of this document.)  

 



Those who make the preaching of the Word the means that God uses to give life are in a dilemma because 

they cannot explain how God may regenerate a baby that dies in infancy or an imbecile or any other such 
persons. When you ask them about such cases, they usually give answers as: (1) God quickens them some 

other way; or, (2) we cannot shut up God in a system; or, (3) God works differently with the infant and 

imbecile than with intelligent persons; or, (4) I don't know. I assert that the Scriptures never give two or 

more ways of giving Divine life to a dead sinner--it is always done by God independent of sinful man. Nor 
do the Scriptures imply that God works differently with intelligent persons than with others when it comes to 

giving eternal life. If God does not work within the system of a person, then that person's system is wrong. 

When a person's system will not pass the test he usually tries to avoid the problem or answer it with human 
logic. He may even suggest that God does not save such infants or imbeciles. To this they avoid, or are 

ignorant of David's child and his statement concerning him in II Samuel 12:23, David said, "But now he is 

dead, wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." 
The Scriptures (God's infallible Word) and David (a man after God's own heart) state that he and the child 

would be together again. Some maintain that David is only saying that the child is dead and he (David) will 

die too and be buried like the child. While this may be an interpretation of David's statement, the first 

interpretation I gave is also valid. If God can quicken one person without the Word being preached to him, 
He can all. However, the Scriptures are essentially silent concerning how God works with the infants or 

imbeciles. The wisest things for us to do about this problem is follow the injunction given in Deuteronomy 

29:29: "The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law." (See Note 2 at the end of the 

document.) 

The person who maintains that God uses the preaching of the Word to quicken an individual affirms that we 
who deny this limit God. But do we? If all elect must hear audible preaching, God would be obligated to 

prevent any of His elect from dying in infancy, and keep any of His elect from the condition of being an 

imbecile. By this we see that those who maintain that the preaching of the Word is the means in giving life 

to a dead sinner are the ones who limit God. I contend that God quickens a person when He pleases, how He 
pleases, and the way He pleases. True, God may effectually call a person while a minister is preaching the 

gospel, but He may also call a person when no one is around and the person is all alone. God may quicken a 

person during a rain storm when a bolt of lightening strikes near him, or on a ship in a storm while it appears 
that the ship is going to sink. But whenever God irresistibly calls a person, no matter what the surrounding 

circumstances may be, it is God sovereignly acting by His mighty power. 

 

The Passive Recipient 
 

As stated earlier, the receiver of the irresistible grace of God is passive; that is, he can do nothing to receive 

Divine life, nor can he help God in any way. John 1:13, states that it is "not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" that one is born again. 

 

If you remember, earlier the new birth was likened unto a resurrection, a birth, and a creation. By this it is 
seen that nature itself teaches that the recipient of the grace of God is passive. What did Lazarus do to aid 

the Lord in raising him from the dead? What does a baby do to aid in its birth? How did the absence of 

matter assist at the creation? The answer to all three questions is NOTHING! Therefore, we see that man 

can do nothing concerning his new birth. 
 

There are some who claim that the recipient must cooperate with the Holy Spirit and that man is free to 

make a choice in the new birth. Was Lazarus free? Yes, free to remain dead! Is a baby free? Yes, free to 
remain in the womb of its mother! Was the absence of matter free in the creation? Yes, free to remain void! 

Likewise a dead sinner is free, free to remain dead! The only thing a dead corpse can do is rot away and 

stink. All a dead sinner can do is to rot away in his life of sin and stink from the foul odor of his state 
depraved being. 

 



Listen to a few verses of Scripture and see if this sounds like a person needs to aid God. In John 6:44, Jesus 

said that no one could go to Him except the Father should draw him. Again, in John 10:27, Jesus said that 
His sheep hear HIS voice and follow Him. Does this sound like Jesus tenderly pleading and begging, trying 

to get someone to come to Him? Unless God works a work of grace upon the heart, that person cannot come 

to Christ. He does not want to come "because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 

the law of God, neither, indeed, can be. So, then, they that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Romans 8:7-
8). Also a person dead in trespasses and sin cannot come to Christ because he does not have the will to 

come, nor can he hear the Word of God (John 5:40; 8:43). However, Psalms 110:3 states that the Lord's 

"people shall be willing" in the day of His power, and in Matthew 28:18, Jesus stated that all power is given 
to Him. To deny that we are living in the day of His power is to deny God's Word. 

 

I realize that the word "power" in Matthew 28:18, is the Greek word "exousia," and it carries the meaning of 
"authority." However, Thayer gives the basic meaning as "power" and the first definition as "power of 

choice, liberty of doing as one pleases; leave or permission." Since Christ has all liberty to do as He pleases 

in heaven and on earth and the Psalmist declares that the Lord's people are made "willing" in the day of His 

power, then, when Jesus said that His sheep hear His voice and He gives to them eternal life, and all that the 
Fathers gave Him would come to Him, this shows an irresistible power (John 10:27-28; 6:37). 

 

A Violation of Will 
 

Some maintain that this is a violation of man's free will to choose for himself. But we saw earlier that if man 

is left to his own will (which is certainly not free), he cannot do anything but remain in his own dead state, 
and left to himself, he will die in that state because he loves darkness rather than light (John 3:19). Thereby, 

unless God exercises His omnipotent power upon the heart of a dead sinner, he will die in his sins. Neither 

can one say that it is a violation of man's will when God effectually draws him because God changes his 

heart so that he is willing in the day of His power (Ezekiel 11:19; Psalms 110:3). However, peoples have 
their wills violated continually and no one objects to it. For example, a man wishes to commit suicide and 

shoots himself. Later someone finds him and carries him to the hospital and the doctor saves his life. Is not 

this a violation of the man's will? You say, "Yes, but that's different." I ask, "What is so different about it?" 
If God did not exert His omnipotent grace upon the heart of anyone, who would be saved? None! Why 

would anyone complain because God effectually draws an individual to Himself and saves him from a 

burning hell? 

 

That God Can't Judge 

 

Many people say that if this be so, God cannot rightly judge and condemn those who do not come to Christ 
since He did not make them capable of coming to Christ. First, they should realize that whatsoever God does 

is just and right whether we can comprehend His ways or not. Second, they should also realize that God has 

the right to do whatever He desires with His creatures. They should realize that human beings, though 
intelligent beings, are only the product of the Potter who made them from clay (Romans 9:21-24). Third, 

even though God does not regenerate them, He does not hinder them from coming to Christ. You say, "They 

cannot come." That is true, also they do not want to come, and anything God brings on them will not cause 

them to bow to His will. In Revelation 16:8-11, God poured out His wrath on some and instead of repenting, 
they blasphemed God. If God bestows favor upon the wicked, they still rebel against His ways. Isaiah 26:10 

states, "Let favor be shown to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness will 

he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord." Therefore, it matters not how God deals with 
them, they only fight against Him and do not wish to have any part with Him. God will put the wicked in 

hell for their rebellion and the sins which they treasure up against themselves. Who will dare to say that God 

is unjust in condemning the wicked? Who will dare say that God is unjust in saving the righteous? 
 



Search the Scriptures and it is never found where any person stated that God was unjust in saving him. 

Would you charge God as being unjust because He saves you? Also, search God's Word and you cannot find 
the slightest implication that God is unjust for damning any person. Let us always remember that God's 

judgment is always right whether we understand His ways or not. Just because we cannot understand God or 

His ways, we should not be guilty of questioning His ways. 

 

Summation 

 

I have shown that God, by His efficacious grace, draws every one of His elect unto Him in the person of 
Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. I showed that because of the elect being dead in sin, they could not help in 

their new birth in any way. Jeremiah 13:23 states that if the Ethiopian can change his skin or the leopard his 

spots, then those who are accustomed to doing evil could do good. Therefore, knowing that the Ethiopian 
cannot change his skin, nor the leopard his spots, it is impossible for a dead sinner to change his ways. 

However, when God wants a person changed, He changes him by His almighty power. Well did Ephraim 

speak when he stated, "Turn Thou me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art the Lord, my God. Surely after I 

was turned, I repented" (Jeremiah 31:18-20). 
 

Knowing that God loved an innumerable number of people before the foundation of the world and that He 

gave them to Christ to be their surety, it would be disparaging God to find that His people would be kept 
from His purpose because He did not have the power to bestow eternal life upon them. But, OH! What joy it 

is to know that His immaculate plan will not be thwarted in any way and that He will do all His pleasure 

(Isaiah 46:9-11). 
 

Conclusion 

 

I have only introduced the subject in this study and I realize that much more could be stated concerning this 
wonderful truth. However, I have only tried to give a brief summary of the topic and have not tried to 

exhaust it in any way. Also to try to go into the subject in every respect would be too voluminous for this 

time. I pray that God will use this to stir your mind to study the subject under the authority of God's Word. 
Remember that the reason you rejoice in this truth is because "it is God who worketh in you both to will and 

to do of His good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13).  

 

Yes, great is the mystery of godliness, but how much more glorious to us when we find that God drew us 
with an irresistible, loving kindness, and that His sheep hear His voice, and that He gives (not offers) eternal 

life to them all (Jeremiah 31:3; John 10:27-28). 

 
With this I conclude with the words of Elisha Coles, "Rest not in this, that you 'know God,' but rather, that 

you are 'known of Him.'" 

 
Note 1: Those who think that preaching is the means of giving life to a dead sinner should study my article 

entitled The Power of the Word.  It is a treatise upon the subject of gospel regeneration, showing the illusion 

of such a doctrine.  Also it answers such passages as Romans 1:16-17; 10:6-17; I Corinthians 4:15; 

Philemon 10; James 1:18; I Peter 1:22-23.  In this article I show how Jesus uses His own Word and produces 
life in a dead sinner without the employment of any agent other than Himself. 

 

Note 2: The signers of the London Confession of Faith addressed this problem with wisdom. On the subject 
of effectual calling in Chapter X, Article 3, they said, "Elect infants dying in infancy, are (John iii. 3, 5, 6) 

regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit; who worketh when, and where, and (John iii. 8) how he 

pleaseth; so also are all other elect persons, who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of 
the word." 

 



Jimmy Barber 

Copyright 1991, 1999 by Veritas Publications 


